
Pension Application for John Mason 

W.18479 

Chloe, Widow 

State of New York 

Fulton County SS. 

 Cloah Mason did on the [blank] day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand Eight 

hundred and thirty eight personally appear before the Judges of the Common Pleas Court of the County 

of Montgomery, a resident of Johnstown in the County of Fulton aged [71 is crossed out] Seventy One 

years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following Declaration in 

order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of congress past July 7th 1838  6crossed out--

in order to obtain the benefit of the Prov. entitled an act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows 

that she is the widow of John Mason who was a soldier in the Militia (1) service in the War of the 

Revolution that according to the best of her knowledge, [or is crossed out] belief and information her 

husband John Mason was a private soldier in the Militia in the War of the Revolution that he entered into 

said service in the town of Johnstown in the county of Fulton (then the County of Tryon) early in the 

month of April in the year 1777 by order & direction of the Committee of Saifty [Safety] for said County of 

Tryon that said John served some portion of said time as a scout and Indian spy from Johnstown though 

[through] the Mohawk Country west to Fort Schuyler and Fort Stanwix that said John was engaged in the 

Oriskany battle under General Herkimer (2) and Colonel Willett (3) on or about the sixth day of August of 

that year that he continued in said service in said year till about the last of October or the first part of 

November of that year that he was in the militia service and marched with the militia in the month of 

November 1778 from the Mohawk river to Cherry Valley at the time the inhabitants of Cherry Valley and 

the adjoining country were cut off and massacred by the Indians and Tories led by Brant & Butler (4) that 

said John was engaged in and with scouting parties on the Unidilla River and the Mohawk Country for 

the term of about six months during the summer and fall of the last said year that he was engaged as a 

scout to watch the motions of Sir John Johnson commanding a body of Indians and Tories in the Valley 

of the Schoharie Creek and on the Mohawk River at the time of the burning of the Village of Schoharie (5) 

and Caughnawaga (6) by the Indians and Tories Commanded by Sire John Johnson and the burning and 

destruction of the property of the inhabitants of the Mohawk river in the fall of the year 1780 about two 

months at which time said John was engaged in a skirmish with the Indians and Tories commanded by 

Sir John Johnson at a place called Foxes Mills (7) at or near the Mohawk River under the Command of 

General Van Rensselaer (8) that he was engaged in said war for the time of about six months in the year 

1781 that he was in the Battle at the Hall field called the Hall Field Battle (9) at or near the Village of 

Johnstown in said County under the command of Colonel Willett (10) that he there received a wound by a 

musket ball in the left side and that he was engaged in the militia service in the whole for the time of 

between two and three years some times in scouting parties and in spying out the position of the Indians 

and Tories in and about the Valley of the Mohawk and in the adjoining country and in the Battle and 

skirmishes aforesaid.  She further declares that she was married to the said John on the fourth day of 

August in the year 1788 that her husband the aforesaid John Mason died in the spring of the year 1816 

in the town of Johnstown then County of Montgomery and now county of Fulton that she was not married 

to him prior to his leaving the service but the said marriage took place previous to the first of January 

1794 namely at the time above stated and she has remained unmarried and his widow ever since. 

 Sworn to and subscribed on the day & year above written. 

State of New York 

Fulton County  SS. 

 IJeremiah Mason of the Town of Johnstown in the said county being sworn saith that he was 

acquainted with John Mason in his lifetime that he the said John was an inhabitant of said town then the 

County of Tyron [Tryon] in said state during the war of the revolution that this deponent is the older 

brother of him the said John and this deponant further saith that the said John was a solder (soldier) in 

the Malitia (militia) a in the company of Captain John Little and under the command of Colonel Morinus 

Willet (Marinus Willett) of the New York State Troops for the term of one year & six months in the years of 

seventeen hundred and eighty and seventeen hundred and eighty one, that said John was engaged in a 

battle with the British troops at one or near a place called Johnstown in the month of October in the year 



of our Lord one thousand and seventeen hundred and eighty one in said County & State that he the said 

John received a wound in said battle by a musket ball in the left side that said John was in the battle 

with the Indians at the Unidilla river (11) and also at the battle with the Indians at Cherry Valley (12) at 

the time of the massacre of the inhabitants by the Indians that said John was ingaged as a scout and 

Indian spy on the Mohawk in said county and the then of said sate (state) for the term of at least six 

months in the year seventeen hundred and eighty and this deponent further saith that said John was 

ingaged in the war of the revolution as aforesaid in the militia (militia) service and as an Indian spy for the 

term of two years and more and this deponant further saith that the said John was moved to Chlk 

Griswold in the spring of the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty two that said John 

died in the year of our lord one thousand eight hundred and Sixteen. 

  

State of New York 

Fulton County SS. 

 I Martha Smith of the town of Johnstown in said county aged Seventy two years Being first Duly 

Sworn Deposeth & Saith that I Became acquainted with Chloa Griswold the first year after the war that 

John Mason was my Brother that I well Recollect the time when the said John Mason was married to 

Chloa Griswold they were married at the house of Nicholas Honer in the Town of Johnstown Now Fulton 

County by the Revd Thomas Romeyn of the Reformed Dutch Church of Caughnawaga In the year 

Seventeen Hundred & Eighty Eight on the Fourth day of August as this deponent Verily Believes this 

deponent further saith that she did not attend when they were Married Butt the Next day when they all 

attended the home bringing this Deponent attended the wedding with them the second day that the 

Brides Maid was Betsey Crosset who afterwards became the wife Bildad Mills Esqr.  She is now dead That 

Chloe Mason had By husband John Mason Four living Children William, Mathew, John and Oliver three 

died while young & John is the only living child the said Chloe is still living & remains the widow of John 

Mason this deponent Further saith that she has Frequently heard her Brother John Mason Relate his 

services in the Revolutionary War he served under Col. Willett & Capt. Liddle he served at Fort Stanwix, 

Fort Schuyler, Fort Herkimer at Schohary & In the Battle at Johnstown & Further she saith not. 

(Signed with her mark) Martha Smith 

 Subscribed & Sworn before me this fifth day of September 1846.  Daniel Stewart Justice of the 

Peace. 

Letter in the pension folder. 

January 28, 1930 

Honorable Edgar Howard 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington D.C. 

My dear Mr. Howard: 

 In response to your letter of January 23, 1930, relative to information desired by Mrs. Mary 

Mason Marshall of Battle Creek, Nebraska, I have the honor to advise you that you are herewith furnished 

the histories of the only soldiers surnamed Mason, other than Isaac, who served with the New York 

Troops under Colonel Willett, that are found on the Revolutionary War records of this bureau. 

 From the papers in the Revolutionary War pension claim W. 18479, it appears that John Mason 

(brother of Jeremiah whose history is given below) while a resident of Johnstown, New York, enlisted early 

in April, 1777, and served at various times until sometime in 1781, amounting to two or three years in 

all, as a private and Indian spy with the New York troops under Captain John Little and Garrett Putnam 

and Colonel Marinus Willett.  He was in the battles of Oriskany, Unadilla River, Cherry Valley, in an 

engagement with the Indians and Tories at Foxes’ Mills and received a musket ball wound in the left side 

at the battle of Johnson Hall in Johnstown. 

 He married August 4, 1788, in Johnstown, New York, Chloe Griswold of Johnstown. 

 He died April 20, 1816, in Johnstown, New York. 

 His widow, Chloe, was allowed pension on her application executed in September, 1838, at which 

time she was seventy-one years of age and was a resident of Johnstown, New York. 

 John and Chloe Mason had the following children: William, Mathew, John and Oliver.  In 1846 all 

were dead except John. 



[document ends here] 

 

State of New York 

Fulton County SS. 

 Cloah [sic, Chloe] Mason did [died] on the [blank] day of September in the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and thirty eight personally appear[ed] before the Judges of the Common Pleas 

Court of the  County of Montgomery, a resident of Johnstown in the County of Fulton aged [71 is crossed 

out] Seventy One years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following 

Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of congress past [passed] July 

7, 1836 [crossed out-in order to obtain the benefit of the prov.] entitled an act granting half pay and 

pension to certain widows that she is the widow of John Mason who was a soldier in the Militia service in 

the War of the Revolution that according to the best of her knowledge [or is crossed out] belief and 

information her husband John Mason was a private soldier in the Militia in the War of the Revolution that 

he entered into said service in the town of Johnstown in the County of Fulton (then the County of Tryon) 

early in the month of April in the year 1777 by order & direction of the Committee of Saifty [Safety] for 

said County of Tryon that said John served some portion of said time as a scout and Indian spy from 

Johnstown though [through] the Mohawk Country west to Fort Schuyler and Fort Stanwix that said John 

was engaged in the Oriskany Battle under General Herkimer and Colonel Willett on or about the sixth day 

of August of that year that he continued in said service in said year till about the last of October or the 

first part of November of that year that he was in the militia service and marched with the militia in the 

month of November 1778 from the Mohawk river to Cherry Valley at the time the inhabitants of Cherry 

Valley and the adjoining Country were cut off and massacred by the Indians and Tories led by Brant & 

Butler that said John was engaged in and with scouting parties on the Unidilla [Unadilla] and the 

Mohawk country for the term of about six months during the summer and fall of the last said year that he 

was engaged as a scout to watch the motions of Sir John Johnson commanding a body of Indians and 

Tories in the Valley of the Schoharie Creek and on the Mohawk River at the time of the burning of the 

Village of Schoharie and Caughnawaga by the Indians and Tories Commanded by Sir John Johnson and 

the burning and destruction of the property of the inhabitants of the Mohawk river in the fall of the year 

1780 about two months at which time said John was engaged in a skirmish with the Indians and Tories 

Commanded by Sir John Johnson at a place called Foxes Mills at or near the Mohawk River under the 

command of General Van Rensselaer that he was engaged in said War for the time of about six months in 

the year 1781 that he was in the Battle at the Hall field called the Hall Field Battle at or near the Village 

of Johnstown in said county under the command of Colonel Willett that he there received a wound by a 

musket ball in the left side and that he was engaged in the militia service in the whole for the time of 

between two and three years some times in scouting parties and in spying out the position of the Indians 

and Tories in and about the Valley of the Mohawk and in the adjoining Country and in the Battle and 

skirmishes aforesaid.   

 She further declares that she was married to the said John on the fourth day of August in the 

year 1788 that her husband the foresaid John Mason died in the spring of the year 1816 in the town of 

Johnstown then County of Montgomery and now county of Fulton that she was not married to him prior 

to his leaving the service but the said marriage took place previous to the first of January 1794 namely at 

the time above stated and she has remained unmarried and his widow ever since. 

 Sworn to and subscribed on the day & year above written. 

 

State of New York 

Fulton County SS 

 Jeremiah Mason of the Town of Johnstown in the said County being sworn saith that he was 

acquainted with John Mason in his lifetime that he the said John was an inhabitant of said town then the 

County of Tyron [Tryon] in said state during the war of the revolution that this deponant is the elder 

brother of him the said John was a solder [soldier] in the militia [militia] in the company of Captain John 

Little and under the command of Colonel Morinus [Marines] Willet of the New York State Troops for the 

term of one year & six months in the years of seventeen hundred and eighty and [seventy is crossed out] 

seventeen hundred and eighty one that said John was ingaged in a battle with the British troops at or 



near a place called Johnstown in the month of October in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 

hundred and eighty one in said County & State that he the said John Received a wound in said battle by 

a musket ball in the left side that said John was in the battle with the Indians at the Unidilla river and 

also at the battle with the Indians at Cherry Valley at the time of the massacre of the inhabitants by the 

indians [Indians] that said John was ingaged as a scout and indian spy on the Mohawk in said county 

and the then frontier of said Sate [State] for the term of at least [four is crossed out] six months in the 

year seventeen hundred and eighty and this deponent further saith that said John was ingaged in the war 

of the revolution as aforesaid in the molitoa [militia] service and as an indian spy for the term of two 

[whole is crossed out] years and more and this deponent further saith that John was married to Cloah 

Griswold in the spring of the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty two that said John 

died in the year of our lord one thousand eight hundred and Sixteen in said town his said wife Cloah him 

surviving that she was remained from the time of the death of him the said John to the time of making 

[taking is crossed out] of this affidavit and this deponent further saith that he was in said service with 

said John a great part of the aforesaid term of his the said Johns service in said War of the revolution. 

 Subscribed & sworn this Jermiah Mason 10th Septr 1838 before me.  John W. Cady a Justice of 

the peace of said County. 

End Notes—W.18479—John Mason 

1. John served as a private in Colonel Frederick Visscher’s Third Regiment of Tryon County Militia.  

It is not known positively what company he served in.  It is possible that he served in Captain 

Andrea Wemple’s Company in Colonel Visscher’s Regiment.  Captain Wemple deserted and fled to 

Canada in May of 1780.  No payrolls or muster rolls for the company have been found.  On March 

8, 1781, John Little [Littel] who was the Vice Captain [served in place of] Andrew Wemple who 

deserted to the enemy.  John’s name does appear on this company roll. 

2. Nicholas Herkimer was appointed on September 5, 1776, Brigadier General of the Tryon County 

Militia Brigade. 

3. Marinus Willett was appointed Lieutenant Colonel on November 21, 1776 in the Third New York 

Continental Regiment.  Willet was not at the Battle of Oriskany.  He was in the besieged Fort 

Schuyler [formerly Fort Stanwix] and led the sortie into the Indian and loyalists camps. 

4. Captains Walter Butler and Joseph Brant destroyed the Cherry Valley settlement on November 

11, 1778.  Part of Visscher’s Regiment arrived after the massacre and assisted in burying the 

dead. 

5. Sir John Johnson attacked and burned the Schoharie Valley on October 17, 1780. 

6. Caughnawaga was destroyed on May 22, 1780.  A large portion of the Town of Mohawk and the 

Village of Fonda made up that was called Caughnawaga. 

7. The Battle of Klock’s Field was fought in the afternoon of October 19, 1780.  This area is part of 

the Town of St. Johnsville. 

8. Brigadier General Robert VanRensselaer commanded the American troops at Klock’s Field. 

9. The Battle of Johnstown was fought on October 25, 1781. 

10. Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Marinus Willett commanded the American troops in the battle.  

John had enlisted in Captain Garret Putman’s Company in Willett’s Regiment of Levies as a 

private in the spring of 1781.  On Captain Putman’s receipt roll John was owed £10. . 13. . 4.  It 

was delivered to Coll McGregor by 1785.  FROM: Revolutionary War Rolls 1775- 1783, Series M-

246, Roll 78, folder 173, National Archives, Washington, D.C. 

11. Jeremiah is mistaken about a battle at Unadilla.  On June 27, 1777 the Tryon County Militia 

under Brig. Gen. Herkimer met Joseph Brant and his warriors to hold a conference.  It came 

close to a fight but bother groups left the area without firing a shot.   

12. Visscher’s Regiment arrived at Cherry Valley a day after the massacre there and was not in any of 

the fighting. 

 


